
Welcome  
 

Soil Survey Authors, Users, Lovers, Fans, Groupies 

2012 Rhode Island Soil Survey  
Work Planning Conference 



Pre-conference Assessment Examination 





Honk If U      
SSURGO! 



This Car Visited The 
Birthplace of SSURGO RI 

Honk If U      
SSURGO! 



The Birthplace of RI Digital Soil Survey 



The Birthplace of RI Digital Soil Survey 

You, Now 

Then, Here 



Creating a Digital Soil Survey 
 
1985  – Ev Stuart (USDA SCS) starts 
recompilation to USGS topo base 
 
 – Digitizing begins at URI 



Ev Stuart  
 

A RI Soils Legend 



• URI soils student Saiping Tso digitizes 5 quads under 
watchful eye of Bill Wright 
 1 quad = 2,500 polygons = 100 hours labor 
 Hope Valley quad sent to ESRI for scanning 
 $1.00/polygon, still requires 40 hours labor for 

coding, cleaning 
 

• Ev still recompiling 
 

• Jackie Pashnik, Jim Boyd, Q Kellogg, and Clare Stone  
digitize rest of state for landfill siting project 
 



Timeline 
 
1989: Digitizing completed 
 
1995: RIGIS data on Web 
 
Constant: Upgrades to linework, interpretations 
 
Ongoing: Wins Greg Bonynge Awesome Metadata Award 



RI Digital 
Soil Survey 

Groundwater  
Protection 

Site Development 

Habitat Restoration 

Aquaculture 

Agland  
Management 

Biodiversity Assessment 

Land Use Planning 

Water Management 

Hydrology 

Wetland Mapping Site Engineering 

The Result 

One of RIGIS’s Most Heavily Used GIS Datasets 

“70 participants – this is wild. A SSWPC in large states is lucky to get 20 people to show up! “ 
J. Turenne, June 2012 

Archaeology 



My Wish for the Day 

Go forth SSURGO users and help NRCS make a great 
dataset even stronger. 

 
 May the force of an even better soil survey be with 

you! 
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